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question as to when the nun died. It was a ' leading question,3
and the answer was' Yes.' This question was obviously prompted
by knowledge of the traditions connected with the Rectory, and
the alleged monastery supposed to have once stood on its site. I
cannot help wondering whether, if for '1250' the date '1667'
(the year in which 'Mary Lairre3 said she died) had been sub-
stituted, the answer would have been the same!
I have reckoned the summer-house nun as the 'fourth3
claimant, but it may have been 'Mary Lairre5 communicating.
Curiously, the name of the 'entity' was neither asked for nor
ascertained. But as this particular nun (she admitted she was
a nun) also claimed to have communicated with Miss Glanville
via Planchette, she may have been cMarie Lairre' after all.
That would reduce the number of our nun-ghosts to three.
There is yet another 'entity3 named 'Mary' that I must men-
tion. In my Most Haunted House in England (p. 81) Mr Foyster
records in his diary, under August 1931, that 'a medium and an
investigator' visited the Rectory and held a seance: 'Different
spirits are tackled, among them one "Joe Miles.5" In a footnote
to this entry I state that I have no information concerning these
people.
During my visit to Borley in May 1945 Mr Henning introduced
me to Miss Mary E. Braithwaite, J.P., of Brook House, Long
Melford. This lady informed me that her brother, the late Mr
W. John Braithwaite, had an extraordinary sitting at the
Rectory in August 1931, and that if I approached her brother's
widow, living at 'Greenwood,' Bidborough Ridge, Tunbridge
Wells, she would perhaps allow me to peruse the voluminous
report of the seance that Mr Braithwaite compiled at the time
from notes taken during the seance.
Mrs W. John Braithwaite very kindly sent me this report of
some 5000 words (the 'missing link' that I required when I
wrote my previous monograph), and permits me to quote it. It
is a remarkable report in many ways. The stance was held at
Borley Rectory on August n, 1931, and was attended by Mr
W. John Braithwaite, Mr Ernest Meads, and a Mr Johnson, a
medium. There were also present the Rev- L. A. Foyster and,